ANTHONY   EDEN
Captain Kden had grasped two great truths: the first, that
producers wherever they may be must have a market for their
produce; and the second, that settlers must know the con-
ditions of life at their destination before immigrating.  He
began with his Hymn to Unity.    The motion was widely
drawn to enable members of all parties who had recently
been in touch with this problem in the Dominions to give
the House, if they so wished, the benefit of their advice and
experience, and to avoid a debate of a partisan nature.   The
subject was * too big for us to derogate and make of it a
shuttle-cock of party warfare '. Hopes had been set too high
on the possible results of legislation.    Government action
could only be limited.    * It is only when the trade of this
country is good that the flow of immigration is satisfactory'.
Another factor affecting the flow of immigration and over
which there could be some control was the percentage of
failures.    * One failure perhaps may have more influence
than ten successes'—if only because a failure calls for ex-
planatory criticism and publicity, while a success is too busy
promoting that success to explain it to the world.   Time
devoted to the causes of failure was time well spent.   The
two causes Eden stressed were lack of knowledge and lack
of information.   * I think,' he declared, ' it would be a great
advantage to the education of this country if more time
could be devoted to a study of the rapid progress of New
Zealand and the development of Australia, and rather less
time, say, to the hunting habits of William Rufus or the
passion for shell-fish of our Norman kings. Equally, I think,
it would be found an advantage if we could give more time
in our schools to studying the exploits of Captain Cook and
rather less to the efforts made by King John to retrieve his -
baggage from the Wash.' Communications were on the side
of understanding, but if there was now as much knowledge
of conditions in Australia as there was of those in Belgium
or France, the problem would largely solve itself. He asked
for further reductions in travelling costs and for closer atten-

